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LOGISTICS
refers to the movement 
of raw materials & final 
products from one 
company to another, 
or to a consumer, via 
rail, ground, sea or air 
transportation.

THIRD PARTY 
LOGISTICS (3PL)
Companies handle 
outsourced logistics 
functions for client 
businesses inbound & 
outbound shipping freight 
& parcel distribution, & 
import/export services.

SC Logistics is a collaborative e�ort to 
strengthen South Carolina’s economy, 
create jobs, attract investment and 
become a global leader in transportation, 
distribution and logistics.

SC Logistics focuses on five core objectives

“Logistics has always been a critical part of 
our economy. 2020 has highlighted how vital
it is to our daily lives that we manage e�ciently 
and cost-e�ectively the start-to-finish process of 
how we make, move, and deliver products. From 
home-building supplies and automobiles, to 
medicines and groceries, logistics touches every 
product, in every business, every day. 
Our success as one of the nation’s top advanced 
manufacturing states would be impossible 
without a strong logistics sector.” 

Susie Shannon, President & CEO, SC Council on Competitiveness



The South Carolina Council on Competitiveness - The Council - is a nonpartisan, business-led, 
non-profit organization that drives South Carolina’s long-term economic growth by nurturing 
and managing the state’s industry clusters and providing the research, network, and resources 
that industry clusters require to thrive. 

The Council manages multiple industry clusters in South Carolina and provides support to 
many others across the state. Industry clusters are concentrations of interdependent firms 
related through their industrial activities. Clusters include both competitors and collaborators.

The resulting inter-cluster business environment fosters innovation. Innovation in turn spurs 
new business ventures. 



ANNUAL GROWTH IN 
EMBEDDED FUNCTIONS EMPLOYMENT

SC LOGISTICS’ INCREASING 
RELIANCE ON SC TECH
SC Logistics companies 
have tripled their 
spending with SC 
technology suppliers 
over the last decade.

SC Logistics 
continues to 

thrive in 
2020, with

employment 
growth.

July 2020 vs. 
July 2019

PROVIDER 
Either internal or external logistics functions existing primarily 
to transport raw materials and/or final products from one firm 
to another or from a firm to a final consumer

EMBEDDED
Internal logistics functions existing within a firm 
in service of that firm’s operations

SOME QUICK DEFINITIONS

+2.4%



Other Research

All freight increase projections were 
calculated before the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2016, 442 million tons of freight 
moved across South Carolina using the 
state’s railways, highways, airports, and 
waterways. In October 2018, the Council 
collaborated with SCDOT to provide 
logistics stakeholders with updated 
freight projection numbers extending 
into the year 2040. 

That tonnage is expected to increase 
by 61 percent by 2040. Rail transport is 
expected to grow at the fastest rate of 
68 percent from just above 63 million 
tons to approximately 106 million tons 
in 2040.

In April 2018, the Council, in partnership 
with the South Carolina Ports Authority, 
released a study that showed Dillon, SC 
as the most cost-e�ective location for 
distribution warehousing operations.

The study was conducted by New 
Jersey-based consulting firm, The
Boyd Company, Inc., and surveyed 
20 locations across the U.S. to compare 
comprehensive operating costs.



South Carolina’s logistics industry has a $37.2 billion impact, according to a 2019 study released 
by the South Carolina Council on Competitiveness. This makes the logistics industry cluster one 
of South Carolina’s largest with 600 logistics companies operating in the state, ranging from 
transportation, to air freight providers, to warehouse and distribution centers.

Taylor Jackson, Director of SC Logistics, SC Council on Competitiveness

Corey Mabry, Head of Logistics, Continental Tire, The Americas

"After reviewing the results of our study, we are very encouraged by the direction and future of 
the logistics cluster in South Carolina. The results are not only a clear indication of the hard work 
and leadership of our logistics firms, but they also highlight the importance of developing the next 
generation of our technically skilled logistics workforce.”

“The Council is invaluable at connecting industry in the state with government and creating a 
collaborative environment in which new ideas, technologies, and services are brought to the 
forefront of the community. The Council provides the conduit to keep South Carolina competitive 
and agile while integrating with Industry to solve not only today’s problems but help blaze the trail 
for the future of the state and the companies that do business here. As a partner of the Council 
I can say its been a true pleasure to be involved in the educational development activities the 
Council supplies with the Supply Chain Lemonade game in our elementary schools and linking the 
leaders of the future with an understanding of supply chain. The Council has been a valuable 
resource for me in recruiting, connecting with other SC companies, economic development, and 
leaders at the state level.”

$37.2 139,650
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By the very nature of the industry, logistics supports all businesses in the state. From global 
manufacturing companies to locally-owned small businesses, SC businesses rely on logistics 
services at TWICE the rate of other purchased services. 

Through the collaborative work of our partners 
and under the leadership of Taylor Jackson, 
Director of Logistics Initiatives, SC Logistics
continues to help position South Carolina as a hub 
for the transportation of freight across the globe. 



TJackson@sccompetes.org

SCLogisticsIndustry.com  |  SCCompetes.org


